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affected, with many phones
going straight to voicemail
or not connecting at all.

The problem affected
customers using a 3G sig-
nal in smartphones.

An O2 spokesman admit-
ted there had been a prob-
lem with their service in
the city.

He said engineers were
working to fix a technical
fault with a mast.

He added: “We have con-
ducted a thorough investi-
gation and have identified a
technical fault at one of our
sites in the centre of
Aberdeen, which is
affecting 3G signal.

“We are confi-
dent of a resolution
next week. 2G ser-
vice is unaffected.”

The spokesman
apologised to cus-
tomers for the prob-
lems they had
been fac-
i n g . H e
said: “We
are very
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Fault sparks
delays for
3G mobiles
HUNDREDS of North-
east mobile phone
users were hit with
p r o b l e m s a f t e r a
communications giant
faced a glitch with its
service.

M o b i l e p h o n e f i r m
O2 said there had been a
technical fault in one of its
Aberdeen masts which had
been causing delays.

Residents had com-
plained of text messages
being delayed for hours
after they were sent.

Both outgoing and incom-
i n g c a l l s w e r e a l s o

sorry for the disruption in
service impacting our
customers.”

The mobile giant has
a l m o s t 3 0 m a s t s i n
Aberdeen city centre but
the spokesman said he
could not confirm what
had caused the problem.

He also said he could not
estimate how many people
had been affected due to
the numbers of people trav-
elling in and out of the city.

A customer notice on the
firm’s website also said it
was currently carrying out
upgrading work to all its
masts north of Birming-
ham.

It said: “We’re mod-
ernising our network and
upgrading the 3G sites in
every town, city and rural
area north of Birmingham
to the latest kit.

“This means you might
not get 3G from half a day,
up to all day, depending on
where you are.

“In most areas you can still
use 2G, but data services
(like the internet) might be
slower. We’ve planned the
work so that any disruption
is kept to a minimum.”

Councillor John Reynolds
said he had been facing
communication difficulties
due to the disruptions.

He said: “There’s been
poor reception and I

wasn’t able to make
calls and actually
m i s s e d a c o u p l e
because of it.

“My son also faced
difficulties and said
his friends who were
on O2 were having

issues with the same
problems.

It was frus-
trating.”

nburns@
ajl.co.uk

By Niamh Burns

“Modernising
our network”

FRUSTRATING: Cllr John Reynolds.

Benefits fraudster jailed
A WOMAN was locked up
f o r 1 0 m o n t h s a f t e r
she admitted obtaining
more than £29 ,000 in
benefi ts she was not
entitled too.

J e a n e t t e B r o w n ,
53, admitted failing to
n o t i f y o f f i c i a l s a t
Aberdeen City Council

that her husband Iain
Brown was living with her
over a 10-year period.

Brown admitted she
did not notify the authority
of a change of circum-
s t a n c e s t h a t w o u l d
affect her entitlement
to housing benefits and
council tax.

S h e c o m m i t t e d t h e
offence between May
17, 1999, and September
14, 2009, while living at 6
Pentland Road, Aberdeen.

Brown, whose address
was listed in Aberdeen
Sheriff Court papers as
28 Garden Road, Cults, was
jailed for 10 months.

Police hail success of crime crackdown
POLICE today praised an operation to
tackle vandalism and drug offences in
North-east communities.

The force announced the latest phase of
Operation Moravia has been a success –
resulting in 14 people being charged in
the Lossiemouth and Fochabers areas
for various offences including, drugs
possession, vandalism and assault.

L o c a l p o l i c i n g t e a m i n s p e c t o r

Alistair Robertson said: “Operation
Moravia is a community-based initiative,
designed to bring additional support to a
local policing team and is aimed at dealing
with issues that blight our communities.

“We carried out investigations into
18 crimes of drugs possession, vandalism,
breach of the peace, assault and reckless
conduct and charged 12 people.

“With the assistance of roads policing,

we carried out speed checks, as well as
further patrols in Lossiemouth and
Burghead aimed at targeting antisocial
driving, which residents have told us is an
issue.”

Insp Robertson added: “Car security
awareness patrols were carried out in
Lossiemouth and five motorists were spo-
ken to after their vehicles were found
insecure and vulnerable to theft.”

‘We bared all
to put brain
tumour fund
in spotlight’
Lives of models were hit by cancer

M
ANY people would
probably think twice
about stripping off in
public.

But posing in the nude is all in good fun
for nine plucky women.
The volunteers have gone for the all-
natural look in the 2012 Bare All for
Brain Tumours charity calendar.
And each of the models has a relative
or loved one who has been affected
with a form of brain cancer.
Tasteful and fun, the calendar will
share its first unveiling with the official
launch of the Bare All for Brain
Tumours charity tomorrow.
It was organised by Carolyn Pierpont,

who works for an oil services firm in
Aberdeen, and is not only founder of
the charity but is also one of the
calendar models.
The mum-of-one was inspired to launch
the organisation after her partner Mark
Toshney was diagnosed with a brain
tumour two years ago after suffering a
seizure at his work.
Mark, 34, was told he’d need invasive
treatment to combat the malignant growth

in the front right lobe of his brain.
Happily, his condition was
successfully treated and the active
couple, who have a
19-month-old son, Aiden, have
continued to take part in
fundraising activities ever since.
This year, the couple took
part in the Great North Run

dressed as Disney
characters Mr and Mrs

Incredible and
raised more

than £2,000.
Carolyn, a

systems manager at Technip Group in
Aberdeen, said she has been
overwhelmed at the level of
support she has had since
starting her campaign.
The 33-year old said:
“Shooting the calendar
was really good fun – we
all had a laugh doing
it.”
Carolyn, of Montrose,
and the rest of the models have
already raised more than £10,000 for the
charity and are hoping to keep the total
growing. She added: “The real issue is
that there isn’t enough research being
done into brain tumours and there is a
lack of funding.”

Carolyn has been consulting with
experts in Glasgow regarding what
new research can be done.

She said: “I feel really strongly
about the project.

“People need to
know that this
condition can

By Alexandra McDonald

affect anyone and any time and we want
to make sure that they know there are
people who they can talk to for support.”
And Carolyn also roped in her cousin
Gillian Mackay, 36, and Karen Harkin,
both of Aberdeen, to take part.
Karen decided to take part after her dad
Alan suddenly died only six weeks after
he was diagnosed with a brain tumour.
Karen’s best friend Gillian said: “The
calendar is such an amazing thing to be
a part of and it was so much fun.
“Once we started telling people what we
were doing, so many others came
forward with their stories.
“Whether they have the condition
themselves or know a loved one, it
really does make a massive impact on
their lives.”
The photographs were taken all
along the east coast of Scotland,
with two taken in fields near
Oldmeldrum. Professional
photographer James Kelly, of
Oldmeldrum, waived his fees to help
the charity.

amcdonald@ajl.co.uk

HAPPY ENDING: Carolyn with baby Aiden and her
partner Mark Toshney, who survived a brain tumour.

GOOD CAUSE:
Carolyn Pierpont,
pictured right, and
other supporters
posed around the
North-east for the
2012 Bare All for
Brain Tumours
calendar.

BRAVE POSE: Carolyn Pierpont, founder of the Bare All
for Brain Tumours charity, was one of the models.
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